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Application for a Certificate of Need for a Large High Voltage
Transmission Line to Support Increased Load Growth in the
Plymouth - Maple Grove Area

Pursuant to Minn. Stat. §  216B.243 and Minn. Rules pt. 7849.1020, Great River
Energy (GRE) hereby makes application to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (Commission) for a Certificate of Need for a large high voltage
transmission line (LHVTL) in Hennepin County, Minnesota to meet the electrical
needs of one of GRE’s member cooperatives, Wright-Hennepin Cooperative
Electric Association (WHCEA), for WHCEA customers located in the Plymouth –
Maple Grove area.

The Application is divided into 13 sections as follows:

1. INTRODUCTION – provides background information on
GRE and WHCEA, a brief justification for the project, a
summary of alternatives considered, and information
regarding statutory requirements.

2. NEED SUMMARY  – describes the need for the proposed
project as required by Minn. Rules pt. 7849.0240.

3. PROPOSED LINE AND ALTERNATIVES – provides a
detailed description of the proposed project and the
alternatives considered as required by Minn. Rules pts.
7849.0260, subp. A and B, and 7849.0320

4. COST ANALYSIS – discusses costs of the proposed project
and alternatives and other information required under Minn.
Rules pt.  7849.0260, subp. C.

5. SYSTEM CAPACITY – provides information on transmission
planning programs and criteria (Minn. Rules pt. 7849.0280,
subp. A) and a graph depicting monthly adjusted net
demand and monthly adjusted net capability (Minn. Rules pt.
7849.0280, subp. H).

6. PEAK DEMAND/ANNUAL CONSUMPTION FORECAST –
contains data concerning peak demand and annual electrical
consumption in the WHCEA service area, forecast, and
forecast methodology as required by Minn. Rules pt.
7849.0270.
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7. ENERGY CONSERVATION AND LOAD MANAGEMENT
PROGRAMS – describes energy conservation and load
management programs of GRE (generally) and WHCEA
(specifically) as required by Minn.  Rules pt. 7849.0290.

8. CONSEQUENCES OF DELAY ON SYSTEM – discusses
anticipated consequences to the transmission system if the
proposed project  were delayed (Minn. Rules pt. 7949.0300).

9. PHYSICAL, ELECTRICAL AND HEALTH AND SAFETY
CHARACTERISTICS OF TRANSMISSION LINES –
provides information on health and safety issues, right of
way requirements, and construction, operation, and
maintenance practices for the overhead and underground
alternatives considered as required by Minn. Rules pt.
7949.0330, subp. A-F.

10. ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION – provides a narrative
description of the major environmental features between the
endpoints of the proposed transmission system and the area
within three miles of the endpoints as required by Minn.
Rules pt. 7949.0330, subp. G.

11. ALTERNATIVE OF NO FACILITY – provides information for
the alternative of no facility as required by Minn. Rules pt.
7849.0340.

12. SUMMARY – summarizes the key elements of the
Certificate of  Need Application.

13. REFERENCES – a list of documents referenced in the
Application.


